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outposts, and to propose that he issue the following
proclamation to the Parisians:

It rests with the city of Paris, under the actual cir-
cumstances, to hasten the peace of the world. Its
resolve is awaited with an interest proportionate to so
great a result: let it speak, and from that instant the
army before its walls will become the upholder of its
decisions.

Vincent refused the overtures; the outposts gave
fight and then retreated, hard pressed by the
enemy.

That night was spent by the Tsar, Frederick
William and Schwarzenberg in the chateau of
Bondy, whence they could see the lights of Paris;
Blticher had chosen Villepinte for his headquarters.
All the way from the Bois de Vincennes to St.
Denis, St. Ouen, and Neuilly extended the great
half circle formed by the invading troops. Bliicher
might easily have taken the city before Schwarzen-
berg's army arrived in position but had been ordered
to wait. The Tsar, it is generally believed, wished
for himself the satisfaction of riding in at the
head of his guards and dictating the terms of peace;
he dreaded, too, the violence of these Prussians and
feared lest in their thirst for revenge they should
defeat his own more pacific intentions. But the
delay was most unfortunate; for it gave time for
the troops that had been defeated at Perre Cham-
penoise to reach Paris, where Marmont and
Mortier hastily organised a resistance.